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November 15 Speaker

Maralys Wills
Making Your Own Luck

This month’s extraordinary guest speaker, Maralys Wills, is an expert
on making her own luck. She has a long history of taking on a challenge and
winning. Recently I attended her latest book signing and discovered a wise,
charming, talented and bountifully knowledgeable woman with tales to tell.
Maralys shared how she made her life’s tragedies, imagination, and sense of
humor spur her to success.

Maralys Wills’s twelve published books span several genres and publishers.
Her fiction works include four romance novels published by Harlequin and
Silhouette, and a techno-thriller about airplane sabotage. The New York Times
called Scatterpath “exciting, down-to-the-wire stuff. . . her cockpit sequences all
but put the reader at the controls.”

Among her non-fiction works are Manbirds: Hang Gliders ¢ Hang Gliding, published by Prentice-
Hall; a party game book from Price/Stern/Sloan, and her family story about hang gliding champions, Higher
than Eagles. Sadly, the Wills family lost two sons to the sport, and Wills’s account of those years—initially
exhilarating, then tragic—earned her high marks in Publisher’s Weekly and Kirkus. Higher than Eagles
garnered five movie options, including one from Disney.

Wills’s book on addiction, Save My Son, is the result of years of trauma with an addicted son.
Research in four states proved that other locales do offer real solutions.

Her recent, light-hearted memoir, A Circus Without Elephants, earned a national award from

Writer’s Digest. The sequel, A Clown in the Trunk,
was published in May 2008. Her writing book,

L Ahead,
e TS TSEUTe: Dampn the Rejections, Full Speed Ahead, was
released last month.
November Speaker. 1 Wills is the mother of six children—five
R s boys. and a girl. Her husband is a lawyer. She
SRR R studied at Stanford and UCLA, earning a B.A. and
clover vieelin 1 1 S . .

- g ghis later a teaching credential. She once helped her
Critique Committee 4 sons run a hang gliding manufacturing business,
SIOWALINGIS & AT S B but after the family tragedies she went home to
Writer’s Corner. 7

See Wills, page 7




President’s Message

EATS,SHOOTS AND LEAVES...

A panda walks into a café. He or-
ders a sandwich, eats it, then draws a
gun and proceeds to fire it at the other
patrons.

‘Why?” asks the confused, surviving
waiter amidst the carnage, as the panda
makes towards the exit. The panda
produces a badly punctuated wildlife
manual and tosses it over his shoulder.

‘Well, 'm a panda; he says, at the
door. ‘Look it up’

The waiter turns to the relevant entry
in the manual and, sure enough, finds
an explanation. ‘Panda. Large black-
and-white bear-like mammal, native to
China. Eats, shoots and leaves’

Punctuation, that
naughty, even nasty word, is
the bane of many a writers life.
Whereas creative story lines

may flow with heroic ease onto
the page, punctuation, that
creator of linguistic precision, is far more challenging to
master. Commas, apostrophes, colons, semicolons, brackets,
dashes and ellipsis present bewildering opportunities for
error that often alter from country to country. (Compare
British and American editions of almost any internationally
published book, including this one). Yet, punctuation,
when correctly used, clarifies meaning and emotion. In fact,
skillful punctuation can make good writing fine, and fine
writing great!

Eats, Shoots and Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach
to Punctuation is a nonfiction book written by Lynne Truss,
British authoress. Well known as a former host of BBC’s
Cutting a Dash radio show, Truss garnered her writing

know-how as the literary editor of The Listener, as an arts and books reviewer for The Independent on
Sunday, and as a television critic for The Times. Her creativity and humor make this book a joy to read,
and the principles she teaches easy to understand and apply. There is a chuckle on every page and an

interesting fact in every paragraph.

Overall, I hate books about grammar, punctuation and editing. The text is usually dry, the language
pseudo-intellectual babble and the examples bereft of interest. By the time I have slogged through the first
half of the first chapter (reading the preface is out of the question), I am desperately searching for any
sharp implement with which to end my misery. But, Eats, Shoots and Leaves is a wellspring of intellectual
enlightenment that bubbles with entertaining facts and wit. Never before have I read a book on this topic

that made me eager to turn the page.

“It’s tough being a stickler,” Truss writes on page two. “One almost dare not get up in the mornings.

True, one occasionally hears a marvelous punctuation-fan joke about a panda who ‘eats, shoots and leaves;
but in general the stickler’s exquisite sensibilities are assaulted from all sides, causing feelings of panic and
isolation” From film titles to newspaper ads to grocery store signs, examples of punctuation ignorance
insult the eye! Tongue in cheek, Truss shares experience after experience, her dry humor tickling the fancy
of her readership.

In short, this wonderful book should be on every serious writer’s bookshelf. Not only does it
resolve every question about punctuation, it is truly a pleasure to read. No - I don’t own stock in the
publishing company responsible for printing and distribution, and I haven't finished reading the book
and, therefore, can’t guarantee that this article has perfect punctuation. However, I can say this much. Eats,
Shoots and Leaves (available in paperback) makes punctuation fascinating, factual and funny!

Lynnette Baum
President
lynnette(@the-right-writer.com
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SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS:

PAUL WILLIAMS : Writing for a Loving— The Playful Art

The highly awarded
artistry of Paul Williams springs
from the knowledge in his
heart that “authenticity is more
important than originality.” SCWA
members and guests relished every
word that Williams spoke and
every song he spontaneously sang
or chanted in the packed Claim
Jumper banquet room in October.

The lyrics and songs
by this Oscar, Grammy, and
Golden Globe winner have been
recorded by music stars from
Frank Sinatra to Kermit the Frog.
An Old Fashioned Love Song,
Let Me Be the One, The Rainbow
Connection, Evergreen, The
Muppet Christmas Carol, and
Bugsy Malone are just a few.

This dynamo grew up
wanting “to be Montgomery
Cliff but I looked like Hayley
Mills.” In his twenties he played
a thirteen-year old. “Put me next
to a real kid, I look like a kid with
a hangover.” Besides his short,
spiky haircut and round-eyed
glasses, his “passion for writing
and passion for life” have kept
him younger than his 68 years.

At thirteen Williams
lost his father to an automobile
accident because of alcohol. Both
Williams and his younger brother
struggled with alcoholism for
years before sobriety. (He jokes
that he quit drinking because it
“sometimes led to unplanned
nudity.”) Somehow he realized

that “anything I imbibed smeared
the windshield—the windshield on
its inside.” To regain a clear view
of life, he began attending New
Beginnings and has been sober
now for eighteen years. A certified
rehabilitation counselor, he speaks
to many groups of recovering
alcoholics.

In those early creative
years, Williams discovered that as
soon as he began to write lyrics,
he “felt relief.” He describes
his songs as “Ouch, Mommy
songs—pick me up and love me.”
Songs come from “the collective
experiences of your life” but are
offered up by the unconscious.
However, he declares the title
and words to Rainy Days and
Mondays Always Get Me Down
came right out of his mother’s
mouth.

“Working at writing and
discipline are not the same thing,”
Williams said. He has learned
to stop trying so hard and let his
unconscious do the work. He will
tell himself, “I don’t know how
to do this, but something inside
me does.” He says he’s done his
best work when stressed for time.
If momentarily stuck, he’ll start a
routine where the body is busy but
the mind is not, such as running
on the beach or doing the dishes.
The creative process starts right
up, he says.

In a reverse tack once
when Williams had an assignment

but no ideas, he deliberately
sat down to read a mystery, his
favorite genre. He told his creative
unconscious, “Let me know when
you’ve got an idea.” Three pages
into the Lawrence Block novel, he
had a worthwhile idea.

The audience wanted
to know what he likes to read.
Williams enjoyed You Don't Love
Me Yet by Jonathan Letham,
Always Outgunned, Always
Outnumbered by Walter Mosley,
and likes the Bangkok series
by British crime novelist John
Burdett,
Williams naturally expresses
himself in figurative language.
When he says, “The mouse bought
the frog,” he means the Disney
Company bought the rights to
the Kermit the Frog creation. He
devotes three hours a day, 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., specifically to writing.

Following are other distillations of
the spirit that moves him to write:
= The place between sleep
and awake are like a mail
slot from God.
=  Your unconscious is

spectacular.

= [ wrote it, but I didn’t write
it.

= We all have unseen
collaborators.

I cannot manage a secret
[or a lie] and create at the
same time.

= [ found I could trust

See Williams, page 7
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SCWA News & Announcements

If You Can’t Make the Meeting:

You can buy recordings of previous speakers on both cassette tape and
audio CD for the member price of only $5 each! This is such a
valuable resource if you miss a meeting. Our Southern California Writers
Association rosewood pens are also available for only $7.50. Just go to
ocwriter.com and click on “Make a Purchase”

NEXT MONTH'S SPEAKER:
December 20 — Darlene Quinn

Southern California Writers Association long-time member Darlene Quinn will be our December speaker.
Darlene will share details of her ongoing Webs of Power book tour.
Darlene we are so proud of your well-deserved success. Congratulations!

Contact Writers News Editor Mary Michel Green at (949) 361-6581 or green.mary @cox.net.

Executive Committee

SCWA Critique Committee

President ...c.cceeeeeeeereneneecieiereieinseseneeeaenes Lynnette Baum
Open to Members of SCWA VP, Programming ..........cccecevecunivicnninincnennn. Kathy Porter
VP, Membership .....ccoveveeeveererereirenineneccnene Linda Coyne
SECTEtATY ettt Linda Shortell
Nonfiction & Fiction Treas'u.rer s Larry Porr%cell%
Publicity Director .....cocoeeeeeueveveurrerenercenenes Larry Porricelli
This position is open. WEDIMASLET ...voveveennerenerereesereieneieeeneeene Tony Stoklosa
Meeting Coordinator.........c.cveeeeevrecereencs Brennan Harvey
Newsletter Editor......cceevevereueererenenee Mary Michel Green
Tape Librarian.....c.cccceceveervrerercrcccrenenennes Sharon Walters
Membership Information
Poetry . .
Linda Coyne, VP, Membership
Dr. Joyce Wheeler membership@ocwriter.com
Joyce will critique up to five poems. Meeting Reservations

Please mail your work to Joyce at:

Brennan Harvey, meeting@ocwriter.com
3801 Chestnut Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90807

or message (714) 375-5275
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Mary,

//: Darlene Quinn coaxed me into re-joining the SCWA after many years.
What an improvement. The SCWA is terrific.
A Darlene also coaxed me into attending a writers conference, and I
/\ finally went to the Southern California Writers Conference held in Irvine last

month, headed by Michael Steven Gregory, who spoke a few months back to our
group. This was my first-ever writers conference. I submitted to a screenwriting
.

editor there. Here again, my first editor ever, and I was blown away. We were
completely in sync. She knows her chops backward and forward. I had taken a
short story of mine, extended it into a novel, and then into a screenplay. Trai Cartwright edits

everything. After I met with her and later read her extensive notes regarding my screenplay, I told her that I
wanted to hire her to edit my novel; and then after that, my screenplay.

Well, today I received her extensive notes for my novel and I am so impressed that I had to write you,
Mary, in the hopes that there is some place in the newsletter for recommendations. She is a gold mine. She
must be shared with others.

Since my novel was only 143 pages, she charged me only $350. Had it been a novel of 350 pages, the
charge would have been $500. Still dirt cheap, especially when considering how superb she is.

Trai Cartwright’s e-mail address is trai.cartwright@gmail.com; her Web site is: craftwrite.com.
She can also be Googled at Trai Cartwright to see everything about her.

Evelyn Marshall

Member Good News

Linda Shortell: had her blog articles and pictures published several times by the OC
Register in her local paper, The Fountain Valley View.

Marjorie Crandall, Ph.D.: Articles by microbiologist Marjorie Crandall, Ph.D.,
have been published on two prominent Web sites for women’s health. Go to
www.ObGyn.net and http://EmpowHer.com, and search for “Crandall yeast” A
former faculty member in Infectious Diseases at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Dr.
Crandall counsels patients who suffer from yeast infections. She has also written a
180-page Candida Information Packet (see www.yeastconsulting.com).

Janet De Marco
Member
jdemar08@msn.com
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Membership Renewal
Time is Coming

It’s never too soon to make sure you continue your
membership in our fantastic
organization. Dues will be
due by January 1, so get
ahead of the crowd and
buy yourself an early
Christmas present in
the form of another 12
months of networking,
enjoyment and writing
education by taking care of
your 2009 membership now.

Annual membership dues: $30

Students: $15

Bring your check to the meeting or mail it to:
SCWA Membership

Post Office Box 1585

Huntington Beach, CA 92647-9998

VP, Program Kathy Porter has lined up some
awesome talent to entertain and educate us this
coming year, including:

January - W.C. Jamison: Western musician/writer/
storyteller whose appearance earlier this year was

a big hit with all the members who heard him. This
time around W.C. will be sharing with us some of

the publishing horror stories and how an author
overcomes and avoids the predators in the publishing
industry.

February - Dodie Cross: author of several books in a
humorous classic Erma Bombeck style.

March - (not yet confirmed) Suzanne Enoch: award-
winning romance novelist.

You don’t want to miss out on these fantastic
speakers!

Page 6

“Will Write 4 Food”
Contest to Return

Beginning in January or February, our popu-
lar flash-fiction contest will resume. The newsletter
will have a photo for inspiration. Each member can
submit one short-short story (maximum 250 words)
inspired by the photo, with a limit of one entry per
member per month.

The winner attends their next SCWA meeting
and has lunch for free. He or she will also be pre-
sented with a winner’s certificate. The winning story
will be featured in this newsletter, The Writers News,
and on the SCWA Web site. Honorable mentions are
awarded, with those stories also published on the
Web site.

Contestants must be members of SCWA
- another good reason to renew that membership!
To give everyone an opportunity, only one winning
entry per member per year will be awarded, but you
may win multiple honorable mentions.

I will be judging the contest, but I need a vol-
unteer to receive entries, remove the writers’ names
from the stories, and forward them on to me. Please
e-mail me if you are available to handle this not-too-
onerous task.

It’s always amazing to see how different the
stories are even though all were inspired by the same
photo. This is one of my favorite writing exercises
and can give you the germ of a much bigger project
when you have hit that painful writer’s block.

I hope to run the contest every month, but
that’s up to you! As long as we have entries, we'll keep
it up. Victory Crayne
has also volunteered to
judge a longer-word-
count contest, perhaps
in the area of 2,000
words, this spring.
Watch for details here.

Mary Michel Green
Newsletter Editor
green.mary@cox.net

wWww.ocwriter.com
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Noted Songwriter Inspires Members

Williams, from page 3

everything.

= Opportunities are also
about relationships. Share
ideas. Play at ideas.

= My prayer: God, relieve
me of the bondage of self.
I was tying myself up with
that fear.

= Don’t write what’s
commercial or for the
marketplace. We write
what’s in our hearts.

Paul Williams is also the

writer vice president of the
American Society of Composers,
Authors, and Publishers, with
over 32,000 members. Still acting,
he will appear as an elf in the
NBC Christmas special Letters

to Santa: A Muppets Christmas,
scheduled for 8 p.m. on December
17.

A ““card-carrying
sentimentalizer,” Williams
concluded the presentation by
reading the lyrics of the song he’s

currently publishing, Where Hope
Lives. One line is “You lie to lift
the burden of a truth you cannot
face. It ends with “Life begins
where love starts,” a cornerstone
of his outlook. The audience,
feeling renewed, left reluctantly.

Glenda Brown Rynn
Member

grynn(@cox.net

Speaker to Provide Recipe for Luck

Wills, from page 1

write books.

For the past 21 years, Wills has taught college
novel-writing, and in 2000 was voted “Teacher of the
Year” In addition to frequent speaking engagements,
she has given numerous writing seminars—at UCLA,
UC Riverside, UCI, Orange Coast College, Cerritos
College, and writers’ conferences across the country.

She is a past president of the Orange County Chapter
of Romance Writers of America.

Please join us and learn how to “Make Your
Own Luck” in our publishing and life endeavors.

Kathy Porter
VP Programming

Writer’s Corner

Quotes

If youre going to be a writer, the first essential is
just to write. Do not wait for an idea. Start writing
something and the ideas will come. You have to turn
the faucet on before the water starts to flow.

—Louis LAmour

You can'’t wait for inspiration. You have to go after it
with a club.

—Jack London

The writer’s only responsibility is to his art. He will
be completely ruthless if he is a good one... If a writer
has to rob his mother, he will not hesitate; the Ode

November 2008
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on a Grecian Urn is worth any number of old ladies.
—William Faulkner

When I examine myself and my methods of thought
I come to the conclusion that the gift of fantasy has
meant more to me than my talent for absorbing
knowledge.

—Albert Einstein

Immature poets imitate; mature poets steal.

—T.S. Eliot

It is crazy even to ask what creativity is. It would be
just as useful to interview a caraway plant in your
garden and ask: “How did you decided to be a spice?*
—Eeva Kilpi
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LL] MARALYS WILLS

November Meeting:
Gy How to Make Your Own Luck
November 15 (See inside for more on Maralys Wills.)

= LOCATION: Claim Jumper Restaurant Nah

Y Banquet Room entrance, rear of building N

’Z 18050 Brookhurst St., Fountain Valley, CA Wt % 7 .

w Restaurant telephone: (714) 963-6711 E 3 East
N Registration & Networking: 9:30 a.m. — A ~

o Meeting: 10:00 a.m.
Lunch: 11:30 a.m. Claim Jumper
Afternoon Program: 12:30 p.m. South

GUESTS ALWAYS WELCOME—$30 AT DOOR; $25 WITH RSVP
& MEMBERS WHO DO NOT RSVP PAY $25 AT DOOR =)
MEMBERS WHO DO RSVP PAY $20

BE SURE TO RSVP WHENEVER POSSIBLE!
RSVP before November 10:

Brennan Harvey, Meeting Coordinator, P.O. Box 1585, Huntington Beach, CA 92647-9998. Check payable to
SCWA must accompany reservation. Our PayPal online account is temporarily out of commission.

After November 10: E-mail Brennan at meeting@ocwriter.com or message (714) 375-5275

A
St Writers News

riters AssO! iation
v \G\Aii Mary Michel Green, Editor
204 Avenida Barcelona
San Clemente, CA 92672

editor@ocwriter.com



